Editorial
The March 2013 issue for Seminars in Cardiothoracic and Vascular Anesthesia (SCVA) kicks off my third year as the Editor in Chief for SCVA. The past 2 years have been busy with many structural changes to how the SCVA functions, in an attempt to continue to provide high-quality articles focused on the cardiothoracic and vascular patients. In my inaugural editorial, I described the vision I had in place for SCVA, which entailed expanding the types of articles we present to cover topics from a perioperative perspective, as well as providing a true education focus with articles in our Educational Forum. I am happy to report that there has been great progress on these fronts, both in the number and quality of articles received, as well as in the recruitment of key editorial board members, section editors, and associate editors, who have been instrumental in developing our topic lists and encouraging content submission.
My initial hope was to build a strong base of interested individuals to serve as the backbone of the journal moving forward, and I believe that we have made significant strides in this direction. My expectation for the near future is to capitalize on these contributions and delineate permanent sections within each issue of the journal to provide consistent coverage of the key topics we hope to address. The first section is the Educational Forum, which remains as a place where the popular "Clinical Challenges" articles are presented, but also houses the Roundtable Discussion. As introduced previously, Dr Greg Janelle is the Section Editor for the Roundtables, and has already made a great impact in this role with his article selection. This month, the Roundtable discussion is an article on managing the adult congenital cardiac patient with a failing Fontan repair, and Dr Janelle has collected a great panel of experts who are weighing in on this topic including one of our editorial board members Dr Vic Baum. This topic was selected to go hand in hand with the official start of the second permanent section-the Congenital Cardiac Forum.
Given the prevalence of congenital disease and the increasing number of patients reaching adulthood, the Congenital Cardiac Forum was started to serve as a home for consistent topic coverage, providing practitioners with a solid collection of articles spanning the entire perioperative specialty range for this population. Dr Mark Twite, a pediatric cardiac anesthesiologist and editorial board member, is taking on the role of Congenital Cardiac Forum Editor, where he and I will work together in steering this section of the journal forward. I hope that this can help create a multidisciplinary home for practitioners across many spectrums who deal with pediatric and adult congenital cardiothoracic disease, and I would encourage submissions spanning the wide range of potential topics in this arena. Dr Twite has provided an editorial to introduce this section along with the articles presented for March, including "Heart Failure Associated With Adult Congenital Heart Disease" by Dr DiNardo and "Perioperative Management of Shock in Two Fontan Patients With Plastic Bronchitis," a clinical challenge article by Dr Ing and colleagues. Finally, with the advent of this new section, I am happy to introduce Dr Richard Ing, who is our newest addition to the editorial board. Dr Ing has an extensive pediatric anesthesia background including training and experience in South Africa, as well as the United States with time spent at Duke University and most recently at Children's Hospital Colorado in Denver.
Obviously, SCVA will continue to provide adult cardiothoracic and vascular anesthesia topic coverage, and this month we have a number of great articles. For the reviews, Dr Blank and colleagues provide a very 476557S CV17110.1177/1089253213476557Semina rs in Cardiothoracic and Vascular AnesthesiaEditorial 1 6 Seminars in Cardiothoracic and Vascular Anesthesia 17(1) comprehensive article detailing physiologic concerns in pulmonary resection surgery for patients with existing cardiomyopathy. Dr Flynn and colleagues have conducted an excellent bench-to-bedside series looking into lung ischemia reperfusion injury. Additionally, there are 2 original research articles: "Changes in Cerebral Oxygenation in Patients With Pulmonary Dysfunction After Lung Resection" by Dr Tahan and colleagues and "The Impact of Dexmedetomidine Infusion in Sparing Morphine Consumption in Off-Pump Coronary Artery Bypass Grafting" by Dr Kahlil and colleagues, which are both well done articles providing interesting results. I hope that you enjoy this issue of SCVA, and I look forward to presenting many more great issues in the remainder of 2013!
